China’s large population course, these conditions are quickly
(1,300,000,000) is known worldwide. remedied here in the United States.
One of the. Wa.ys thm.a has_chosen to All adoptions in China are regulated
address this situation is to limit each he government. The China Cente
family to one child. Chinese culture, Adoption Affairs (CCAA) is forthrigh
as with many other cultures, prefers and employs well-defined procedur
boys. Thus, the majority of children China allows married couples to ad

. . from China. Both members of the cqi8
available for adoption are female, ple must be a minimum of 30 years

ranging in age from seven months to age, and no more than 50 years of
fourteen years old. when submitting their adoption doss

to China. The people of China ¢
As in many underdeveloped countries, condihappy to see orphans adopted into
tions in orphanages will vary but are sometime$/nited States.
below expectations. The children’s basic needs
for food and shelter are met, but they may remter-country adoption requires patience, flextgiliand the ability to handle
ceive little physical contact. Overall, childrenchange, as well as a willingness to embrace anacthiaure. Good physical
placed from China are amazingly healthy. Drugand emotional health, and reasonable financialritgare additional impor-
and alcohol abuse related medical issues hatant qualifications.
not, as yet, been an issue in China. While many
babies are healthy at the time of the adoption,
medical conditions such as a skin rash or upper
respiratory infection might be present. Of

Q: WHAT ARE THE QUALIFICATIONS TO ADOPT FROM CHINA ?

A: China allows married couples to apply if they mbetfollowing age requirements:
all applicants must be a minimum of 29 % yearsg# at the time of application
Neither member of the couple can be older thanea®s/of age when the dossier is
submitted to China.

All applicants must be financially stable and atdleprovide a safe and nurturin
home for a child. Couples must have exceptionaitateand physical health. In
addition, neither adoptive parent can have a cainiecord.

(A}

1 (Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1) Q:

Q:

A:

HOW LONG DOES THE

ADOPTION PROCESS TAKE? A:

The adoption process can be broken
down into two parts. Part one is the
completion of the dossier. This is
basically a portfolio of documents
required by both the U.S. government

and the People’s Republic of ChinaQ:; ARE CHINESE CHILDREN

On average, the entire dossier takes
about 3-5 months to complete.

A:

Part two is the submission of the
dossier to the People’s Republic of
China. This will begin the adoption
proceedings with China. When your
child referral has been identified,
you will be personally notified, and
will travel to China within 4-8
weeks to bring home your child.

CAN LIVING HOPE FACILI-
TATE ADOPTIONS OUTSIDE
OF PENNSYLVANIA?

Yes! Requests are frequently re-
ceived from other states. We will
assist you in finding a licensed non-
profit Home Study agency in your
area. Your study is then forwarded to
Living Hope for processing.

Q: WHAT AGES ARE AVAILABLE?

A:

ARE BOYS AVAILABLE?

Children are as young as six months
through early teens. The majority of
infant children available for adoption
are females between nine to eleven
months of age. However, boys are
available in the Waiting Children
(Special Needs) and Healthy Child
Adoption Programs.

CAN WE ADOPT MORE THAN
ONE CHILD?

Adopting a second child is only pos
sible by returning to China and re

peating the process. In the very rare

event that twins are available, the

will be referred to parents who have

no children.

HEALTHY?

Overall, they are in better health tha
orphans from other countries. As i
most under-developed countries

rashes, respiratory and ear infections
are not uncommon, but these are
remedied quickly. A small percent-

age of children may have more lon
term medical issues, but the majorit
can be successfully treated or cure
with early intervention once back ir
the United States.

55
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APPLICATION SUBMITTED TO LIVING HOPE

At your request, Living Hope will provide you widm application form. This form should pe
submitted, along with your non-refundable applimatfee and a wallet-sized photo of your
family. Upon approval, Living Hope will provide yowith a contract agreement and instruc-
tions on preparing your dossier.

PREPARATION OF DOCUMENTS OR DOSSIER

This is performed by the applicant(s) and Livingpdpto prepare you for a foreign-born child

and to secure all necessary documentation and gdproThe approvals needed are:

1. Approval from a licensed, non-profit Home Stulyency. Living Hope will
assist you in locating an agency in your statgolf are a Pennsylvania
resident and live within a three-hour radius of bame office in Fort
Washington, we offer our own home study serviédsase request a list of
fees.

-

2. Approval from the U.S. government Citizenshipd almmigration Services
(USCIS). Living Hope will assist you in obtainitigs.

3. Approval from the Chinese government. Thisalfistep involves the longest
time frame.

Living Hope will guide you through each phase af #pproval process. When documents are (
collected and your dossier is completed, Living elapll then obtain Chinese authentication
for your documents before forwarding them to thén@hCenter for Adoption Affairs. Once
China has received your dossier, the amount of tiefere you will receive a child referral
(which varies) is specified in the introductorytéet

TRAVEL TO CHINA

%

China requires that at least one parent travelhtimaCto receive your child. In the case of a
married couple, it is well worth the cost and tifhboth parents can make the trip. In addition,
if both parents travel, the adoption is finalizedGhina, which guarantees automatic US citi-
zenship for your child. China offers a rich custuexperience, and you may have the opportu-
nity to take excursions during the stay, as tinbewad. Many parents bring other family mem-

bers or friends along to enjoy the experience.
The length of time needed to process the adoptiddhina is approximately 10-12 days. You

will travel with a group and be escorted throughibiet entire adoption process and trip. Living
Hope will make all travel arrangements for youliiding an optional three-day Beijing Tour.

RETURN TO STATE/RE-ADOPTION/NATURALIZATION

" 1##$% & " &
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We understand that assessing adoption costs

can be overwhelming. The staff of Living National Adoption Foundation

Hope Adoption Agency is committed to in- 100 Mill Plain Road, Danbury, CT 06811
tegrity and honesty in our portrayal of adop- (203) 791-3811

tion costs. We wish to aid our families as www.nafadopt.org

much as possible in the process of locating

resources for financial assistance. We invite They meet four times a year to award grarn
you to investigate the following financial aid ranging from $500 to $4,000.
institutions as you seek to finance your adop-

tion.

Shaohannah’s Hope
Christian Adoption Resources Inc 6723 Whittier Ave, Suite 306, McLean, VA
PO Box 253, Mount Joy, PA 17552 22101
(717) 492-1868 (800) 784-5361
www.christianadoptionresources.org www.shaohannahshope.com

They offer financial and prayer support for Founded by renowned Christian performe

home study approved families. Steven Curtis Chapman and his wife, Mal

Beth. Shaohannah’s hope exists to care
God’s Grace Adoption Ministry orphans by engaging the church and helpi
P.O. Box 4, Modesto, CA 95353 Christian families reduce the financial bur
(209) 572-4539 den of adoption.

www.ggam.org

National Heritage Foundation
This non-profit Christian organization works www.nhf.org
with Christian families, and gives preference 6201 Leesburg Pike, Suite 405
to two-parent families. They receive 25-30 Falls Church, VA 22044-2201
applications each month, and accept two (800) 986-4483
families each month. Each grant usually (703) 820-5100-Fax
varies between $1,000 and $4,000.

For a fee, The National Heritage Foundatic
Gift of Adoption Fund (Formerly JSW will assist you in starting a foundation tc
Adoption Foundation) raise funds for your adoption.
101 East Pier Street®Floor, Port Washing-
ton, WI 53074
(262) 268-1386 or (877) 905-2367
www.giftofadoption.org

Cash grants are available to families with
financial need. About 150 families apply
each month, and 2-3 grants are given each
month. Grants range between $2,000 and
$5,000. JSW is funded through private tax
deductible donations and fundraising events.

Love Knows No Borders

C/O Vanessa Donaher, 76 Grist Mill Rd,
Monroe, CT 06468
www.loveknowsnoborders.org

To apply, send self-addressed envelope with
two stamps.

for
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You may be asking, “What is the Tax credit and howcan it help me?”

In previous years, the adoption credit has beeitada for adoptive families, offering
them up to $5,000 for each child adopted, and $6f00 each special needs chite-

The tax credit was designed to appear on the IR®&etarn and cover a portion of the
costs of adopting a child under age 18.

There is very good newdh 2002, the maximum credit and employer benefitsx
clusion has been increased to $10,000 for both sp@cneeds and non-special
needs adoptions This price has increased due to inflation. Hesveit is importanf
to note that the credit is only allowed on the dokepfamilies IRS tax return afteéhe

adoption is finalized.

The fees that qualify to be covered within the #a& the following: adoptive fees,
court costs, attorney fees, and other adoptiveresgee This includes meals and lodg-
ing while in China.

Below we have retyped a special report that wastemiby United States Senator
Larry E. Craig regarding this tax credit.

To: Adoption Advocates
Fr: U.S. Senator Larry E. Craig

Re: HOPE FOR CHILDREN ACT — Public Law 107-16

It is a pleasure to report that on June 7, 2004siBent Bush signed the Hope for Chil-
dren Act into law. | introduced this bill as S.148 January and offered it as an
amendment to the Tax RELIEF Act. It was acceptadl lzecame a provision of the
final bill, which is now Public Law 107-16 and paiftthe federal tax code.

This is great news for America’s adopting familiesThe new law extends, increases,
and improves the adoption tax credit so that itl Wwiélp more waiting children find
permanent, loving homes. Below is some informatimut the new law:

Background Two tax provisions that assist adopting familiesvere expiring De-
cember 31, 2001:

The adoption tax credit, which allows families k¢ a tax credit of up to
$5,000 for the qualified expenses of adopting &dfai $6,000 credit for fami-
lies adopting a child with special needs was alygatmanent) and the exclg

#)

sion for employer-provided adoption benefits (salokar limits).

(Continued on page §
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(Continued from page 5)
For more information log onto www.irs.gov and dowaudl
publication 968; Tax Benefits for Adoption.

The Hope For Children Act extends, increases, and
improves current law:

It makes both the tax credit and exclusion perma-
nent for all adopting families. " #
It increases the non-special needs adoption tax
credit and exclusion from $5,000 to $10,000, begin-
ning after December 31, 2001.

It increases the adoption tax credit for families
adopting special needs children from $6,000 to
$10,000. For tax years after December 31, 2002,

For information on adoption benefits in the workplace,
please contact the following for free literature:

1. Adoption Benefits Coordinator
National Adoption Center

the special needs credit will be “de-linked” from 1500 Walnut St.. Suite 701
cumbersome and inflexible ITS regulations that Philadelphia PA: 19102
exclude a wide range of legitimate adoption ex- (215) 735—9é88

penses related to these children.

It protects the benefit of the tax credit by excluihg 2. The Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption

it from calculation of the alternative minimum tax. 4288 W. Dublin-Granville Rd.

It makes both provisions available to more families Dublin, OH 43017

by lifting the cap on income eligibility for the full (800) 275-3832

benefit to $150,000, and for partial benefit to Email: adoption@wendys.com

$190,000. www.davethomasfoundation.com
$ % &

One of the privileges of Chinese Adoption throughing adoptive families affirm that this is the highlighf their
Hope is the opportunity to spend 10-15 days withancoun-travel experience, second to receiving their child.
try of China. We offe

a unique travel package Living Hope’'s
for our adoptive famif standard travel
lies. package quotes

include all interna-
tional and domes-
tic travel, break-

The travel process$
which includes Provin

cial and U.S. Consulate fasts, and some
documentation, geney- sightseeing within
ally occurs over a 10-12 your child’s prov-
day period. In additiop ince. The optional
to the standard adoptipn 2-3 day sightsee-
process overseas, We ing in Beijing in-
offer families the optioIl cludes lodging and
of departing for Chin breakfast for 3 days and this price can be foundhenfee

2-3 days early to paf
ticipate in a uniqudg,

schedule included with this packet.

sightseeing experienge Consider joining Living Hope for a sightseeing toliat will
in Beijing. All sight- be esteemed for years to come! Explore the peoplayre,
seeing through Living and beauty of China! Please feel free to contdeing

Hope is fully facilitated and entails visiting Id@ans such asHope’s Travel Coordinator, for more information at

the Great Wall, Forbidden Palace, and Tiananmerari@qesicilia@livinghopeadoption.org or toll-free at 8886-
We also offer the option of visiting our very owhildren’s 8086.

Home, located on the way to the Great Wall. Mahpur
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Living Hope International (LHI) is a sister agenafyLiving

Hope Adoption Agency (LHAA). Founded by Dr. Samj work in China.

Fang, both agencies strive to better the lives lmhé&se or
phans. While Living Hope Adoption Agency facilis
adoptions, Living Hope International exists to & or-
phans and underprivileged children who remain inn@h
LHI is a non-profit, fundraising organization whosgssion
is to generate financial support for our orphanagésch

We have a number of programs in place that supmar
The first is our Sponsorship Prag
whereby people just like you can apply to beconiévang
Hope International Sponsor and send money in stigpa
child. In return, our sponsors receive regularaipsl on
their child including pictures, stories and lettergVe alsg
have several ongoing fundraising projects to wipelople
can contribute financially. Our Orphanage Buildikgnd is

have been established in Chingas
a means of providing for the
needs of many Chinese children.

ed
il-
Dr
se
It
e_
g
DN
bse

Our first orphanage was found
in the summer of 2001. The ch
dren there are not eligible f
adoption by Chinese law becal
they have living relatives, b
their families are too poor to ad
guately care for them. Dr. Fa
and others with our organizati
sensed the need to help th
poorer families living outside of
major Chinese cities. Children |in

this program are selected by our
personnel, based on the needirness
of the child’s home situation. H
bringing them to our orphanag
“Children’s Home,” they are prq
vided for in every way. Ead
child in a Living Hope Orphanage
receives more than the basic pe-
cessities of food, clothing anpd
shelter. They also experience the
joy, love, and discipline that

y
e,
h

used exclusively to build ne
orphanages. Our General FU
is used to supplement any of g
other projects on an as-neeq
basis, and then from time
time we have specific fundrai
ing projects that we announce
our donor families. All dong
tions are tax deductible and
proceeds go to help the orphd
in China.

Presently, we have three fac
ties in operation, two children

We are nearing completion of
new five-story family-style on
phanage in Fuzhou. Our B
jing Training Center, whic
opened in the summer of 20(

homes and a training centg

a

W
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u
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date more children, and we

nese government to spearhed
country-wide program to opHq
training programs similar to th

comes from living in an environ-
ment where they feel like a member of the family.

Children come to our orphanages from a variety adkb
grounds and circumstances. Some of the reason<timee
to us are:

Abandonment
Poverty
Tragedy (Murder, Abduction)

Despite their pasts, the children in our care aosving into
happy, productive young people who have bright reg
ahead of them. All of this is possible becausepfgefrom
across the sea care enough to sponsor them inatpian-
age or to make a donation to our orphanage projects

one in Beijing for orphan
across the nation. If you would like more inforiaaton
how you can make a donation or become a child spehip
partner with Living Hope International, please enthie
Orphanage Coordinator at:

ckarlson@livinghopeadoption.org
Send mail to:
Living Hope International
C/O Orphanage Coordinator

P.O. Box 183
Fort Washington, PA 19034

is being expanded to accom%o-

hgve
gained the approval of the Chi-

d

n
e
S
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Adopting a child is a
big step for anyone to
take, and Living Hope
Adoption Agency is here
to provide future parents
with a full range of sup-
port services.

Our staff enjoys
bringing parents and chil-
dren together to become
a family. We are a group
of Christian professionals
committed to providing
you with all of the adop-
tion assistance you need.

Our purpose is sim-
ple: to provide homes for
Chinese children who
need a future, and do so
with a level of care and
compassion that goes

well beyond one's expec-
tations.

We strive to provide a
positive adoption experi-
ence and to create many
happy families. We sin-
cerely hope the next fam-
ily is yours!

We realize that adop-
tion can be as confusing
as it is exciting. That's
why we do everything we
can to make the process
as simple as possible.
We'll provide counsel and
answers to eliminate all
of your worries.

Adoption can be an
overwhelming process,
regardless of how pre-
pared you think you may

be. That's why Living
Hope Adoption Agency
provides prospective par-
ents with a full range of
support services, all de-
signed to make the tran-
sition of becoming a fam-
ily as smooth as possible.

Living Hope Adoption
Agency endeavors to of-
fer our families the high-
est level of service. Our
wish is that our adoptive
families will have a won-
derful journey adopting
through our agency and
that they will happily
share their experiences
with others.

Thank you for your
consideration.
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